RUTH 1- LOSS and its REGRETS
I) ACTIONS OF A CARNAL SAINT:  Elimelech is biblical classic of high cost of backsliding

A . TITLES-  What‘s in a name? Plenty in these folks!

B.  TESTS-  Famine, one of 13 in the Bible 

C.  TRAVELS-  Famine comes into the Land.  Likely built safeguards into decision relative to:

    1. CUSTOMS- Will only go as “resident aliens” 1:1 inherent in word “live” gur in Heb. They not ID   

                              with the people.  Interesting that did not marry till Elim died.   

2. CONTAMINATION- avoid idolatry by sojourning in fields rather than cities

    3. CONTINUATION- Stay will be temp just long enough to make money and maybe get better!

D. TRUTHS   

     1. Happiness not dependent on circumstances  

     2. Easy to make a short  stay into long one when going down to Moab

     3. Decisions like this don't result instantaneously.   

     4. How far can a choice take us??

     5. Backsliding ALWAYS AFFECTS OTHERS-     

II) AFFLICTIONS OF A CHASTISED SAINT- But not always due to disobedience

Moab a picture of the world and God wants us to see it for what it really is - a Graveyard
III) ADVICE OF A CONFUSED SAINT-  3 sides to each story. Care and counsel go together!

IV) AVOWAL OF A COMMITTED SAINT-  Commitment - Greatest need today

V) ARRIVAL OF A CONFESSING SAINT – No blessing w/o confessing!  

1.  Submission- no excuses    
2.  Confession – What is it really? 

3   Action-  more than just statements!  

4.  Satisfaction- we can be empty and yet satisfied. 

Ruth 2  LABOUR & its REWARDS   

Elimelech- Denied his name,  Boys- Displayed their names,  Naomi took new name, and Ruth Drops her name. 

Book tells story of redemption and relationship.  Newness of it and difference of it

A) PROSPERITY AND ITS BEGINNINGS-    

Ruth by     Redemption-  

Naomi by  Return-  Like Abraham "at the first" True prosperity starts with return!

Boaz by     Resolve- Stood at his post when others left

B) PERSISTENCE & ITS BURDENS- Only X where success comes before work is in the dictionary!                    

    1. The BURDEN-        Feeding…no one can do it for you

    2. The BALANCE-     Both field and the house.  Both needed both important

 3. The BENEFITS-.    Blessing,  Encouragement.     

C) PERSON AND HIS BLESSINGS- Goel, kinsman.  Blood relative-Redeemer!

Where he came from-  Bethlehem

Where He came to    -   The Field 

Barley Harvest-  Passover has just ended!  Suffering is past! Boaz is Christ in resurrection.

D) PATTERN AND ITS BASIS-   Boaz alone named in his field.  Like the assembly it’s the place of:

     Revelation-       Wanted to se Boaz went to his field. 

     Refreshment-    Food.   

     Regulation-       Order here, servants, reapers, young men, maidens, etc. 
     Responsibility-  Each doing their part. Not just positions but responsibilities.
     Regard-            One for another.  "A new commandment….as I have" 

     Reverence-       There was a respect for Boaz and his things

E) PROTECTION AND ITS BOUNDARIES-  Limits to what Boaz could and would do for Ruth.  But if she went to another field he had no control.                            

Ruth 3-  LOVE & ITS REST
1) The STRATEGIC COUNSEL of Naomi     Younger and older together

       a. The Secret of her Influence- Some by Personality, others by Spirituality. What will last?

       b. The Source of her Instruction- Books are good but….. the good book is the best book!

           A deeper knowledge of the Bible will give you greater wisdom

       c. The Significance of her Involvement-  Vs. 3  "Wash, anoint"  

       d. The Stamina of her Initiative- Conviction!  This woman has been through a lot!  Made her!

  The whole point of her life now was to lead Ruth to Boaz. As believers our talk, behaviour and influence should be that to lead others to Boaz. 

2) The STERLING CHARACTER of Ruth- 3 x's Virtuous.  Obeyed and lay at his feet

Place of:

   a. WELFARE-   

   b. WISDOM- vs 4.  

   c. WARMTH-       

   d. WAITING- vs. 14   ROSE up! Not woke up!

3) The SPIRITUAL CONCERN of Boaz-  Completeness in him!  (6 Measures + 1 earlier)

  a. His ABILITY- 

  b. His AWARENESS-   

  c. His ALARM- Night and its  PERILS-                   Harmed Personally……

                              "      "      "    POSSIBILITY…..    Harmed Testimony

  d. His ACKNOWLEDGMENT- Someone else has first right

RUTH 4  - LIFE and its RESULTS
1. The STAGE and its FIGURES-   3 things central 

   a.  Its PLACEMEMENT- GATE-  Place where transactions made.  

   b. Its  PUBLICITY-   "not done corner"   going to reveal inability/ability

   c. Its  PERSONS- 

I. 10 Elders-  LAW pictured.  Good but unable and can only witness  

           Rom. 3:21, Galatians and our Schoolmaster.  

II. Near Kinsman- 1st   man and all men.  Unnamed and goes off scene forever.  Ps. 49:7

                               Law as part of the word remains.        

III. Ruth- inactive! No part….the Man will not be in rest! We cannot save ourselves

IV. Boaz-  the worthy, willing, and able redeemer!

2. The SAVIOUR and his FULLNESS-  In very real way redeemer is saviour.   

Yet does not compromise the law of God.  He would risk losing his heart’s desire to honor that law!  Do we? 

Isaiah wrote concerning “goel”….and he is ONLY one writes “Unto us child born” Immanuel!

3. The SEQUEL and its FOCUS-  Ends with so many blessings as a result of coming in contact and eventually the family of Boaz.   OBED- Worshipper produced!

a. Fields to be Planted-  

b. Family to be Produced-     

c. Future to be Preserved-  You and I are putting into our Future. Linked forever w/a throne as well with David's name. So are we linked with a throne and a Name!
4. The SON and his FUTURE  - 3 essentials for the nation, and for us in principle:
COVENANT-the security   b. THRONE- the sovereign    c. TEMPLE- the sanctuary This redeemer would be linked with all 3 as will his greater Son! 

Key words and concepts that will be discussed:

*Levirate Marriage- what is it? The Law of the Kinsman

*Redeemer or Hebrew Goel – Kinsman and his responsibilities

*The aspect of peace and “menucha” in the Rest Naomi wanted for Ruth

*The names of God- Yahweh, Shaddai, Elohim

*Types and Pictures geographically and theologically

