RUTH 1- LOSS and its REGRETS
I) ACTIONS OF A CARNAL SAINT:  Elimelech is biblical classic of high cost of backsliding

A . TITLES-  What‘s in a name? Plenty in these folks!

B.  TESTS-  Famine, one of 13 in the Bible 

C.  TRAVELS-  Famine comes into the Land.  Likely built safeguards into decision relative to:

    1. CUSTOMS- Will only go as “resident aliens” 1:1 inherent in word “live” gur in Heb. They not ID   

                              with the people.  Interesting that did not marry till Elim died.   

2. CONTAMINATION- avoid idolatry by sojourning in fields rather than cities

    3. CONTINUATION- Stay will be temp just long enough to make money and maybe get better!

D. TRUTHS   

     1. Happiness not dependent on circumstances  

     2. Easy to make a short  stay into long one when going down to Moab

     3. Decisions like this don't result instantaneously.   

     4. How far can a choice take us??

     5. Backsliding ALWAYS AFFECTS OTHERS-     

II) AFFLICTIONS OF A CHASTISED SAINT- But not always due to disobedience

Moab a picture of the world and God wants us to see it for what it really is - a Graveyard
III) ADVICE OF A CONFUSED SAINT-  3 sides to each story. Care and counsel go together!

IV) AVOWAL OF A COMMITTED SAINT-  Commitment - Greatest need today

V) ARRIVAL OF A CONFESSING SAINT – No blessing w/o confessing!  

1.  Submission- no excuses    
2.  Confession – What is it really? 

3   Action-  more than just statements!  

4.  Satisfaction- we can be empty and yet satisfied. 

